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Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Crossroads Youth and Community Association 

Ensure that children’s rights properly influence the design and delivery of 

policies and services by placing new duties on the Scottish Ministers and the 

public sector and by increasing the powers of Scotland’s Commissioner for 

Children and Young People; 

1. It is extremely difficult in some circumstances for this to happen when the 

services / issues are more political by nature and a clear plan needs to be set out 

relating to how these more sensitive issues will be tackled in relation to children’s 

rights. 

2. An example of this is our organisations consultation and pilot programme with 

NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde relating to their Free Condoms initiative, in 

essence sexual health education. This was a needs led programme after listening 

to what young people require to be protected and informed about relating to the 

subject of health. 

3. We were immediately aware that this would potentially cause issues with some 

parents as we know that it is a hugely contentious issue in the catholic secondary 

schools. As we are a voluntary service we engaged in a consultation with parents 

regarding the programme and outlined some of the United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of a Child articles to parents; children and young people have the right 

to ‘good quality health care’ but it also states that the government will not 

interfere with family matters, religion etc… ensuring parents knew as much 

information as possible before they made a choice for their child. 

4. This is only one example but how would sensitive issues that cross over 

children’s / family rights such as this be handled when policies and services are 

being designed? 

Improve the way services support children and families by promoting 

cooperation between services, with the child at the centre;  

5. The principles of the Getting it Right for Every Child approach is clear and makes 

absolute sense that young people should be placed at the centre of what we do 

and agencies must work together to deliver a co-ordinated approach. In times 

when core funding is being cut and increased workload is being placed on staff, 

organisations are struggling to deal with these pressures. Some organisations, 

particularly smaller local voluntary sector organisations are finding it extremely 

difficult to co-ordinate their work with other agencies as mostly likely both 

organisations are struggling to continue to deliver the services they are funded 

directly to deliver. 

6. In theory the approach works, practically organisations delivering work at the coal 

face are struggling to understand how this could be done with their limited and 

enormously stretched resources already. 



37 

7. Policy into practice at a local level engaging small voluntary sector organisations 

needs to be considered. 
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